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Abstract

Introduction: The article is devoted to the task of one of the areas of scientific activity of folklorist
Artashes Nazinyan — organization and processing of works of collecting, recording and
systematization of folklore materials. Artashes Nazinyan, as an experienced folklorist and
collector, attached great importance to the idea of creating a folk archive in his activities,
considering this idea to be the basis of folklore research. He directed his organizational skills to the
matter of identifying people who owned folklore materials, recording materials unknown to them,
and systematizing them in the newly created archive. Methods and materials: The basis of the
study was the folklore archive of the Institute of Archeology and Ethnography, created by the
efforts of Artashes Nazinyan. The work partially used historical-comparative and quantitative
methods. Analysis: The work briefly presents one of the most important tasks of Armenian
folklore — the history of collecting, archiving and processing folklore materials. This process was
carried out against the backdrop of centuries of historical turmoil. Having overcome many external
and internal difficulties and obstacles, the Armenian intelligentsia united and preserved the
spiritual culture of the Armenian people. Results: Artashes Nazinyan gradually implemented the
process of forming a folk archive. For this purpose, he combined the folklore materials
accumulated in the Institute, supplementing them with newly discovered materials recorded during
field work. The archive was also replenished with copies of folklore value stored in other archives
of the republic, as well as collections of amateur collectors. As a result, the Institute has a multi-
genre, diverse and rich archive.
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POJIb APTAIIECA HA3BUHSAHA B IEJIE @OPMHUPOBAHMUSA
®OJIBKJIOPHOI'O APXUBA UAD HAH PA

Icmep I'. Xemuan
Wuctutyt apxeonorun u stHorpapun HAH, Epesan, PA

AHHOTALMS

Bseodenue: CtaTps mocBsiIeHa 3a/1a9€¢ OJHOTO U3 HANPABJICHUN HAYYHOH JEATEIEHOCTH (DOIBKIIO-
pucra Apramreca Ha3uasHA — opraHm3anuy U pyKOBOACTBa paboT coOupaHus, 3aliCH U CUCTEMa-
TH3anuu (QONBKIOPHBIX MaTtepuanoB. Aptamec HasuHsIH, Kak ONBITHBIA (OJBKIOPUCT U COOMpPa-
TeJb, CBOCH JCATEIEHOCTRIO MIPHUIaBall OOJBIIIOE 3HAUCHHUE e CO3aHus (OIBKIOPHOTO apX1Ba,
CUMTas 3Ty UACKH OCHOBOU (hOJBKIOPHBIX HCCIeqoBaHUil. OH HAMpPABISUI CBOU OPTaHU3ATOPCKHE
CHIOCOOHOCTH JIeNy BBISIBICHUS JIFOJCH, BIAJCBIIMMU (DOJBKIOPHBIMU MaTepHaJaMHu, 3alUCH H3-
BECTHBIX MM MAaTCpPHAJIOB, CHCTEMATU3AI[M B HOBOCO3JAHHOM apxuBe. Memoovl u mamepuaibl:

OcCHOBOI nccieqoBaHHs CIYXHI (DOIBKIOPHBIA apXxuB HCTHTYTa apXeoslorMy M 3THOTpaduH,
co3MaHHbIN ycwmsiMa Aprameca HasumHsHa. B paboTe 4acTW4HO HCIOIB30BAINCh HCTOPUKO-
CPaBHHUTEIBHBIH M KOJIMYECTBEHHBIH MeToabl. Ananusz: B pabore BKpatiie mpeAcTaBiIeHA OJHA U3
B)KHEHIINX 3a/[ad apMSHCKOTO (POJIBKIOpa — UCTOPUS COOMPAHHS, apXUBUPOBAHUS U pa3pabOTKu
(hOTBKIOPHBIX MAaTEPHAIOB. DTOT MPOIIECC OCYIIECTBISIICS Ha (DOHE CTOIETHUX HUCTOPHUUECKHX CY-
marox. [IpeoioieB MHOXKECTBO BHEIIHMX U BHYTPEHHHUX TPYJHOCTEH U MPEISITCTBHH, apMsHCKas
MHTEJUIMTeHIMS 00beIMHUIA U COXPaHWIA TyXOBHYIO KYJIBTYPY apMsSHCKOTO Hapoja. Pesyibma-
moi: ApTariec Ha3uHSIH MO3TaIHO OCYIIECTBIISI porecc GopMUPOBaHUs (ONBKIOPHOTO apXUBa.
st aTOro OH 00BEAMHMI HAKOIUICHHBIE B MHCTUTYTE (DOJILKIOPHBIC MaTepHaibl, TOMOJHUB HX
HOBOBBISIBICHHBIMH MaTepHallaMH, 3allMCaHHBIMH B XOJIE TIOJIEBBIX Pa0OT. APXHB IOIMOJIHUICS
TaKKe XPaHUBIIMMHUCS B IPYTUX apXUBax pecIyONnKN U UMEIOINMH (OTBKIOPHYIO IEHHOCTH KO-
IUSMH, TaKke KOJUIEKIMSAMH JIoOHTeNeif-cooupareneil. B pesynpraTre MHCTHTYT MMEET MHOTO-
JKaHPOBBIH, MHOTOOOPa3HEIA U OOTaTHIH apXUB.

KoaioueBble ciioBa: @onbkaophblii apxus, QOoabKIopHblL Mamepual, CUCMeMamu3ayus apxusd,,
cobupamenv, oIbKIOPUCHL, KOIEKYUS, MEMOO, UCIOYHUK, PYKONUCH, IKCHeOUYUS.

Kak uurupoBath: XemusiH D. Pone Apmaweca Hazunsma 6 dene hopmuposanust (hoavkiopHo2o
apxuea UAD HAH PA, I/“Hayunste tpyasr” IHLIAU HAH PA. T'ompu, 2023. T. 2(27). 115-123
cc. DOI: 10.52971/18294316-2024.27.2-115

INTRODUCTION: Folklore archives appeared in Armenian reality at the end of the 19th
century. Armenian intellectuals, clergymen, following the boom in the collection and publication
of folklore materials by Russian and Western European scientists and writers (Ch. Perrault,
Brothers Grimm, Andersen and others), started to collect and publish the incountable treasures of
Armenian folklore on their own initiative. Individual folk collectors-individuals had their own
collections (G. Srvandztyants, T. Navasardyan, E. Lalayan and others), which were published in
different ways over time, and the preserved archives were later transferred to the relevant institutes
of Soviet Armenia. The purposeful collection of folklore materials and the coordination of
archives with scientific principles has been carried out by the Armenian Ethnographic Society. It
has been operating since 1906, and the collection, study and publication of ethnographic,
archaeological and folklore materials of scientific expeditions have taken a significant place in its
activities. The collection of materials in the provinces of Western Armenia before the Genocide
was especially important, which, considering the threat of loss, continued among the Western
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Armenians who migrated to Eastern Armenia, Georgia, and Russia. It should be noted that many
collections representing folklore, ethnography, topography and other types of materials of Western
Armenian provinces were lost or destroyed due to various reasons. As an example, we can mention
the materials collected by folklorist Senekerim Shalchyan in Vaspurakan, which were lost during
forced migration, and Shalchyan later tried to restore the lost by memory.

National folklore has an important role in the process of national recognition, in the texts
of its multi-genre manifestations, the moral and psychological character of the Armenian, dialect,
customs and beliefs, religious notions (pagan and Christian), daily life, social relations, hunting,
food, folk medicine, and various rituals have been preserved and passed down to generations. As
Isidor Levin once said. "Folklore is what is kept in the archives." By saying this, he meant that the
spoken word is subject to being forgotten, and the written word has the possibility of long-term
preservation. Therefore, the folklore archive not only facilitates the research work of scientists, but
also saves and preserves the values of oral culture from loss.

1. The Soviet Armenian folklore studies and their tasks

After the sovietization of Armenia, Folklore studies received state attention as a discipline
subject to study. Since 1920, Armenian folklore has been taught at YSU as an independent subject
[4, pp. 87-94]. The main task of the Folklore studies was the study of Armenian folklore, which
needed a material basis for its implementation, so both at YSU and at the newly created Institute of
Cultural History (then Institute of History and Literature), they first focused on research
expeditions to find and record folklore-ethnographic materials.

In the Soviet years, the first scientific expedition was organized in 1926, headed by
experienced demographer E. Lalayan, who in 40 days recorded a large amount of folklore-
ethnographic materials in the villages of Kotayk [4, p. 88].

Later, the collection works of individual folk collectors were added to the activities of the
folklore expeditions, and in the 1960s, the written collections of amateur folk collectors.

The second task of Folklore studies was to process and archive the collected materials on
a scientific basis. This is followed by the publishing and research works, which, in honor of
Armenian scientists and in the person of Artashes Nazinyan, have been turned into action in the
best way.

2. Artashes Nazinyan's contribution to the formation of the folk archive

Among Artashes Nazinyan's multifaceted scientific activities, we have singled out his
contribution and services related to the folk archive of the Republic of Armenia. In 1959 the
Department of Folklore headed by A. Nazinyan was transferred from the Institute of Literature! to
the newly established Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography. Guided by the patriotic goal of
creating a stable base for scientific studies, Artashes Nazinyan and the researchers of the
Department of Folklore began the serious and patriotic work of both the archive and scientific
studies.

Artashes Nazinyan organized archival works in the following directions.

a) To concentrate scattered collections of folklore materials in one place. For this purpose,
he copied the folklore materials from different archives of Armenia and transferred them to the
folklore archive of Armenia.

b) Field collection works, which were aimed at supplementing the existing materials with
new, comprehensive and scientific standards-compliant records, implementing them using the
latest techniques.

1 The Department of Folklore was opened in the Institute of Literature in 1944.
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c) At the end of the 1960s, Artashes Nazinyan appealed to the Armenian public during a
TV program to take part in the folklore collecting activities. The call received a wide response, as
a result of which the archive materials were enriched with many valuable materials.

d) In order to facilitate the study of archival materials and to apply the latest methods,
Artashes Nazinyan invites the historian Isidor Levin from Leningrad, who developed a significant
part of the folklore archive using the newest quantitative method of documenting the original
sources of the folklore archive.

Concentration of scattered folklore materials

As it was already mentioned, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the collections of
folklore materials collected by various collectors were more or less scattered in institutions dealing
with ethnography, for example, in the archives of Matenadaran, Museum of Literature and Art,
Folk Arts Centre, Yerevan State University. Since the aforementioned research centers would not
give the materials entrusted to their care to the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Artashes
Nazinyan solves the problem as follows. Those materials that were of interest to scientists and
were valuable for those studying folklore, Nazinyan had them copied and added them to the
archive of the institute. The best example of such copied materials and comments is the
handwritten collection of Garegin Srvandztyants, which is kept in the FC fund (G. Srvandztyants
fund) in the archive of the Armenian National Academy of Sciences. Nazinian's copying activities
were not limited to materials imported from other archives. He found it convenient that archival
materials should generally be photocopied or typed, and copies of materials should be provided to
researchers, and the originals should be kept intact in the funds. That's how copies of manuscript
collections of Mushegh Hakobyan, Khachik Dabaghyan, Hrach Mkrtchyan and others appeared.
Of course, it should be noted that this process stopped due to other reasons. Later (after the death
of A. Nazinyan), with the efforts of Sergey Vardanyan and Armen Sargsyan, the collections
created by student and student folklore collections were transferred from the Folk Arts Center and
Yerevan State University to the institute, which was added to the folklore archive.

Field collection works

Artashes Nazinyan, following the collecting traditions of the previous generations (G.
Srvandztiants, T. Navasardyan, Kajberuni, S. Haykuni, E. Lalayan and others) and the
requirements of the period, with great enthusiasm embarks on the task of saving folklore materials
from destruction and oblivion. He specifically formulated his approaches to this process in one of
his articles. "One of the main tasks of Soviet-Armenian Folklore studies from the very beginning is
the collection and recording of folklore materials. It was an important and priority issue" [4, p 87].
He waas clearly aware that traditional folklore works are in danger of being forgotten and
disappearing, therefore, it was necessary to first organize the work of collection. Since 1960, in the
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, under the leadership of Artashes Nazinyan, a joint
permanent task force has been formed, the purpose of which was to research the spiritual culture of
Armenia and the Armenian-inhabited places outside of Armenia (Georgia, Azerbaijan, Russia,
etc.). The research expeditions included almost all the researchers of the Department of Folklore
(A. Karapetyan, M. Arakelyan, V. Svazlyan, T. Gevorgyan, Zh. Khachatryan, S. Vardanyan, E.
Petrosyan, S. Harutyunyan, A. Sahakyan, R. Grigoryan). From 1960 to 1967, the folklore
expedition explored the regions of ljevan, Noyemberyan, Karmir, Alaverdi, Stepanavan, Shirak-
Leninakan, Ashtarak, Syunik, Nagorno-Karabakh and Gandzak, New Nakhijevan and Abkhazia. A
large number of multi-genre folklore materials were written and recorded by hand, with which the
funds of the folk archive were replenished.

119



Euphkp kdsjut

Since the 1970s, parallel to the activities of the expeditions, individual scientific
expeditions gained momentum (A. Ghaziyan, E. Khemchyan, A. Karapetyan, M. Arakelyan, R.
Khachatryan, R. Grigoryan, V. Svazlyan, S. Vardanyan and others, whose activities were very
effective and resulted with the publication of rich collections.

Activities of amateur and volunteer collectors

Artashes Nazinyan realized that it is possible to use the intellectuals and amateurs to
record folklore materials during the folklore research expeditions, communicating with the people
of the countryside and especially those who know folklore materials and love and appreciate
folklore. With his friendly nature, he became close to many people and suggested that they collect
and write down the folklore materials of their regions, explaining in advance how the selection
should be made and how the material should be written down, so that neither the dialect of the
material, nor the integrity, nor the peculiarities of linguistic reproduction are disturbed.

In addition to his activities, Artashes Nazinyan, presenting the current state of folklore
and the need for urgent collection of folklore materials during a television speech, appealed to the
Armenian population to participate in the collection of folklore materials. The call found a wide
response, especially among retired schoolteachers, engineers, government workers, actors and
people who know and love folklore material. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the institute was
flooded with avid amateur collectors who brought their collections. The recorded materials were
first given to the experts of the institute for review, and then to the purchase committee, which
decided whether to acquire the given collection or not. Bad quality materials were immediately
returned. At the beginning of the 1960s, a group of amateur collectors (Bense, S. Avagyan, P.
Barseghyan, M. Hakobyan, M. Spandaryan-Grigoryan, Av. Barseghyan, Al. Darbinyan and others)
were actively writing to A. Nazinyan. Later, the 5th (Karabakh - M. Spandaryan-Grigoryan) and
8th (Lori - M. Hakobyan) volumes of "Armenian Folk Tales", S. Avagyan's "Archak”, "Kars.
Armenian folklore culture” (An. Gevorgyan, P. Barseghyan and others) and "Moks. Armenian
folklore culture™ (Av. Barseghyan, Al. Darbinyan and others) and other folklore collections were
compiled based on these folktales.

At the end of the 1960s and the beginning of the 1970s, this group of folk collectors was
joined by the folk collectors Hr. Mkrtchyan, A. Gevorgyan, Ashot Gevorgyan, H. Hartenyan, St.
Khachatryan, B. Ghaziyan, S. Israelyan, A. Prazyan, Kh. Dabaghyan, An. Hovakimyan, A.
Margaryan, Mik. Avchyan and many others. The amateur collectors were at varying degrees of
literacy, so many manuscripts were illegible and in need of decipherment; punctuation marks were
missing, the direct and indirect speech was mixed with the story and needed to be separated, etc.
However, one thing was clear, that the amateur collectors had recorded almost all the genres of the
epic folklore. These materials were included in the archival funds.

Structurization, digitization and processing of archival materials according to

l. Levin's quantitative method

The large amount of folklore materials accumulated in the Department of Folklore of the
IAE, which covered the end of the 19th century — 1970s, needed structurization and processing.
Times had changed and new methods of processing of the archival sources had appeared. Artashes
Nazinyan, who had invested a lot of effort in collecting the perishing folklore materials, faced a
new task. That is, to make the collected thousands of pages look proper and process them,
preparing them for further use. Artashes Nazinyan also established contacts with famous foreign
and Soviet scientists and cooperated with them. So that the development of the archive was not
just a matter of pagination, but to reflect "certain shifts of ethnographic groups, gender-age
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characteristics of linguists and their connection with some socio-historical and psychological
problems" [1, p. 6], a new approach was needed.

In order to solve the aforementioned problems, A.Nazinyan found it convenient to process
the archive using modern scientific methods. He invited Isidor Levin, doctor of philology from
Leningrad, and his analytical documenting and coding system and quantitative method for the
development of folklore archives were introduced into the work of coordinating and developing
the folk archive. Since it was a large-scale work, the entire staff of the Department of Folklore and
the newly opened Department of Documenting Folklore Sources participated in that process. Prior
to main process, the damaged originals from the late 19th and early 20th centuries were repaired;
they are mainly the materials of the funds of T. Navasardyan and E Lalayan. Previously, E.
Lalayan's materials were numbered and the "Mother Book" of the fund was compiled, in which all
the materials of the fund were recorded, the author, the collection, the place of origin and
recording of the material, the year of the recording (we are talking about more than 1000 items of
material recorded in 1915-16, from Western Armenian immigrants). By the way, they are the most
valuable materials of the folk archive. Then the materials written on the sheets were put together
and sewn according to the instructions. In the next stage of processing, the materials were divided
into stocks and digitized. Accordingly, the following funds were obtained: FA (E. Lalayan's fund),
FB (T. Navasardian's fund), FC (G. Srvandztyants' copied fund), FF (mixed fund). Later, these
funds were added to the individual funds of the institute's collectors: FG (Roza Grigoryan), FS
(Verzhine Svazlyan), FE (Ester Khemchyan), FR (Raisa Khachatryan). The funds consist of
sections, each of which contains 9999 pages. E. Lalayan's fund consists of seven parts (FAI:,
FAIL;, FAILL:;, FAIV:, FAV:, FAVI:, FAVII:), in which, in addition to manuscripts, the 26 volumes
of "Ethnological Journal™ published by Lalayan are included as special and ancient books.

The largest archive fund is the FF: fund, which consists of 13 parts and is being
continued. In this fund, the materials of both the institute's folk collectors (A. Karapetyan, M.
Arakelyan, A. Ghaziyan, Sv. Vardanyan, A. Sahakyan, S. Harutyunyan) and amateur folk collec-
tors have been brought together.

After the creation of the funds, the processing of each separate unit of the fund began,
which was carried out as follows: each unit of archive material was marked in red (1z, 2z ...), for
which a questionnaire was filled. The questionnaire consisted of 10 items (a, b, c,...), first the fund
affiliation was marked, the page and the serial number of the material (item) on the page (for
example, FFIV: 2521,01-2522,00) indicating the material’s beginning and the end, then according
to the codifier map, the geographical location of the material's origin and record is given, in point ¢
the year of the record of the material was filled in, in point d — teller’s data (gender: m-male, f-
female and age group). The most important point of the questionnaire is f, where the genre
affiliation of each unit is filled. The condition of the manuscript, language, preservation, etc. were
also filled in the questionnaire. Processing of archival materials was done by a group. One person
dealt with the archival material, the distribution of points, which was a very responsible point, the
rest filled in their assigned point or points of the questionnaire. The work was carried out through
transmission, that is, the material and the questionnaire passed through everyone's hands.

The development process gave all researchers a great opportunity not only to get
acquainted, but also to delve into the folklore materials, which contributed to the research works.

That is how by this interesting, laborious and time-consuming process, FFA:, FBI:, FFI:-
FFX were developed from 1970 to 1985. The processing work stopped after FFX: because
research and publishing work, which were also very necessary and important, suffered due to the
busyness of researchers. During the development of the archive, Artashes Nazinyan continued to
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replenish the archive with new, valuable collections, as a result of which it turned out that there are
more unprocessed materials than processed ones.

Artashes Nazinyan's efforts, special search and organizational abilities, efforts and
purposeful actions were in favor of the formation, coordination and development process of the
folklore archive.

CONCLUSION: Guided by the requirements of the period, the large-scale actions of
Artashes Nazinyan gave their results. He developed the not so easy work of enriching, organizing,
preserving and processing the archive by correctly organizing and guiding the collecting works
based on the invaluable collections of dedicated folk collectors of the past kept in the Department
of Folklore of the IAE.

Today, the subsection of folklore materials of the IAE archive has a large number of
voluminous materials representing both the eastern and western provinces of historical Armenia
(Airarat, Tavush, Syunik, Shirak, Gavar, Moks, Shatakh, Vaspurakan, Bulanykh, Mush, Karin,
Malatia, Cilicia, Kars, Karabakh, Gharadagh, etc.).

The researches show that most of the materials are non-published and in order to put them
into scientific circulation, it is necessary to organize their publication.

Abundant materials representing all types of epic folklore give researchers a great
opportunity to carry out theoretical and serious scientific research.

The priceless materials collected by the dedication and selfless efforts of several
generations were added and enriched by the impeccable and tireless work of their worthy
descendant, the humble scientist Artashes Nazinyan, whom we remember today with gratitude and
deep reverence.
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